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President’s Notes for February 2018
Yes, it  is still  winter.  But the weather seems to have improved a bit
since the end of December and the start of January. And the days are

beginning to get longer. Spring is coming, slowly but surely. But it could easily be
snowy on the day of the LARC hamfest this month – or on our club meeting date!
And speaking of the LARC swap, one of the items on the agenda this month.

The major fundraiser for the club each year is the sale of auto show tickets. This
year, sales were brisk, as we sold over 550 adult tickets. It was often the case
that our club’s sellers (Dave, N8HKU; Bill, N8OZV; and me) were the last ones to
have tickets in our respective buildings. Let’s hope we do as well next year.

In repeater news, our new DR-2X repeater was put back in service, but it likely
will be out of service again by the time you read this. None of the digital modes
are working, so Murray,  KE8UM, will  take it  and the repeater controller to his
workbench. The 220 MHz repeater was removed for diagnosis and repair; it’s
likely to be brought back to the site this week, too. But it will still be out of service,
as its controller will  be used by the backup 2m repeater. We’ll have the latest
news at the meeting and on our e-mail list.

Early notice about Club Elections: in two months, it will be April, meaning it will
be time for club elections. If you may be interested in running for office, you’re
encouraged to do so, especially if you’re one of our newer members. It’s good to
get new blood into our club’s leadership.

This month, our presentation will be an update of one I did in May 2016: the new
or fairly-new System Fusion transceivers that have come on the market since
then. There are a few of them (all-band, FM mobile, HT’s). They’ll all work with
our System Fusion repeater and with the gear we already have.

73,
Roger, KD8CSE
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Ford Amateur Radio League (AKA: The Tin Lizzy Club)

Club Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2018

Ford Amateur Radio League Meeting Minutes January 11, 2018

Call to order at 6:04 PM by Roger was done.  

1. Minutes  from  prior  meeting reviewed,  correction  made  to  section  4B  for
spelling.   Motion made and approved.

2. Treasurers Report: Pat reported that the balance was (not shown) with interest
(not shown). 

 Pat discussed with have $ in account and interest.  Not stated here.   

 New bill for the Post Office Box of $90 per year was discussed, up a few
from last year.  This was motioned to approve and seconded.

 Income of $45 received, $139 expense for fiberglass pole was planned. 

 Dues for Roger were paid for $20 with a $5 contribution.

3. Board of Directors Discussion:

 A series of emails was sent and acted on by Roger to pay for the return
shipping of the Yaesu Fusion DR-1X repeater. The new 2X model is here
and  prior  must  be  returned  to  Yaesu  per  agreement,  Murray  Scott
(repeater coordinator) had to ship for $173.XX by Fedex to Yaesu.  This
was  discussed  and  a later  motion  made  to  approve  and  seconded  for
funding.

4. Committee Reports:

A. Repeater is in transition, the 1X has been removed for change over to
2X Fusion model, both were at Murray’s being setup and shipped back.
The backup repeater for 2m is up and running analog only.  The 220
MHz is down for repairs.  Contact Dave for shutdown codes if needed.

B. Net is going and OK in Analog so far.  Join in! 
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C. Education and Training, Bill has a class coming up for the Ford location
in Building 2, will be starting soon and end by Easter per discussion. 

D. Communications and newsletter – send items to Rajiv.  Website had no
comments or issues.

E. Historian discussion, Tye has got all the items in the plastic bins and
out of paper boxes for better storing of these at his house.

F. Equipment Inventory, No update this meeting.

5. Unfinished and Current Business:

A. DR-1X  repeater  was  discussed  and  the  return  of  this  to  Yaesu  is
discussed in the item 3 for funding cost of return.

6. New Business:

A. Auto Show tickets are on sale, this is active and going.   Roger, Bill,
Dave and Tye have tickets to sell.

B. Support of Technician and soldering classes at the Dearborn Heights
library  was  discussed.   Kimball  Williams was  guest  and had  Power
Point  presentation  of  the  alignment  of  ARRL  and  IEEE  for  STEM
(Science,  Technology,  Engineering  and  Mathematics).   The  class
structure  for  basic  electronics,  basic  computing  (Arduino  used)  is
funded by ZF community contribution to IEEE.  Plan for a Technician
class with the use of CW and a basic soldering with basic kits (about
$110 per student) for a CW HF radio kit was reviewed.  He will get the
presentation for the website and can discuss.   Please volunteer if your
interested, can be partial support vs. all the weeks. 

C. Mac Lunn discussed the new DR-2X fusion repeater has some features
and function with an Ethernet option that was also purchased with the
new hardware.  This may be a topic for later meeting.
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7. Program: 

The update  of  the  Firmware  on  the Yaesu  Fusion  transceivers  lead by Tom
W8TJB.  The process of update in software and the Yaesu website, downloads,
files and process reviewed.  Four members had their radios with them to do the
update at meeting.  This is needed for all the functions of the new 2X Fusion
repeater.

Adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Attendance:

 Malcolm Lunn, KD8TPO 

 Jim Ward, W8JHW

 Kimball Williams, N8FNC

 Tye Winkel KC8YEJ

 John Oynoian KE8CTQ

 Roger Reini, KD8CSE

 David Treharne N8HKU

 Tom Bray, W8JJB 

 Bill Boyke, N80ZV

 Patrick Quinn, WD8JDZ

 Rodney Deyo, K8SGL

 Tom Bray, W8TJB

 Sam Wells, KD8YTR

 Chris Jenks, KD8VPJ
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LED Lights Article by Ralph Irish, Followup - Cecil Crider 

Received the Bolt and read article by Ralph Irish.

When I changed the light setup in my garage I used an adapter plug so I
could plug in a halogen shop light with a 5 or 6 foot
cord. That way the light was much brighter than an
ordinary  light  bulb.  Also  removed  the  milky  white
cover and left it off.

I am thinking  of  changing  all  of  the  garage  lights  to
LED fixtures but will do a quick test by just replacing

the fluorescent a lamp near the opener and see how/if any affect it has on
the remote opener.

Tell  Ralph thanks for alerting others to the LED situation.  I  do not  have
Ralphs e-mail so I sent this to you and you an relay it to him.

~

NOW - my friend, George Thurner, W8FWG, has a much bigger problem.
Since  the  State  of  Michigan  has  legalized  weed  growing  and  issued
licenses for same - a lot of small growers are in our area. As a result he
cannot operate on the normal amateur bands except for 2 hours when the
grow lights are off. Very early morning time.

He and another HAM went around with a RF detector and they found over
30 such RF generators in his area.

So if you start getting S9 interference on all bands the grow lamps might be
around your area.

If you want to contact George here is his e-mail and he can give a better
explanation of his situation. George Thurner [gthurner@pasty.net].
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3Y0Z Bouvet Island DXpedition Aborted over Safety Concerns – ARRL
The 3Y0Z Bouvet Island DXpedition released an updated statement on February

5.  “Our captain has decided that it is in the best
interest  of  safety  and  expediency  to  proceed
directly  to  Capetown,  South  Africa,  rather  than
Punta Arenas, Chile. We are now heading north
to  avoid  the  possibility  of  encountering  ice.
Currently, there is no ice in sight or on radar. In
due time, we will head easterly toward Capetown.
Our entire team is safe. Most are resting in their

bunks and in good spirits. We will keep the amateur radio community and our
families informed, as we continue our journey.”

In a huge disappointment for the DX community and the members of the 3Y0Z
Bouvet  Island (https://www.bouvetdx.org/news-and-updates/) team,  the
DXpedition's leaders announced at 2000 UTC today (February 3) that a decision
had been made to abort the DXpedition and head back to Chile.

“During the last 72 hours, we continued to experience the high winds, low clouds,
fog and rough seas that have prevented helicopter operations since our arrival at
Bouvet,”  said  an  announcement  on  the  3Y0Z  Bouvet  Island  website.  “No
improvement was predicted in the weather forecast for the next 4 days. Then,
last night, an issue developed in one of the ship’s engines. This morning, the
captain of the vessel declared it unsafe to continue with our project and aborted
the DXpedition. We are now on our long voyage back to Punta Arenas. As you
might imagine, the team is deeply disappointed, but safe. There is already talk
about rescheduling the DXpedition.”

Bouvet Island currently is the third most-wanted DXCC entity, behind Kosovo and
North Korea. The 3Y0Z DXpedition, comprised of top operators with considerable
DXpedition experience, has been in the planning stages for 2 years and had
attracted contributions from clubs and individuals around the world.

A dependency of Norway, Bouvet is a subantarctic island in the South Atlantic.
The  last  Bouvet  activation  was  3Y0E,  during  a  scientific  expedition  over  the
winter of 2007-2008. 
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Club Repeater Information
The Ford Amateur Radio League operates 3 club repeaters under the club K8UTT license. All  the

repeaters are located in the Dearborn, MI area near the Southfield Freeway. All repeaters are open for members
and guests to operate.

Repeater Output Freq Input Freq Tone
2 M Repeater 145.270 -600 KHz 100 Hz PL

1 1/4 M Repeater 224.520 -1.6 MHz 100 Hz PL

Club Net: 8pm on Sunday, 2 and 1-1/4 Meter Repeaters!

Classes and Exams
The following amateur radio clubs conduct license exams throughout the year. Many clubs allow walk-

ins but pre-registration will insure an exam is available for you when you attend.

Club Name Contact Person Phone Email
Ford Amateur Radio League Bill Boyke 313-805-8877 wboyke@ford.com
South Lyon ARC Christian Anderson 248-437-3088 K8VJ@arr.net
Motor City ARC Don Novak 734-281-7030 K8THU@arrl.net
Hazel Park ARC Jerry Begel 248-543-2284 w9npi@comcast.net
USECA ARC Joseph Kennedy 586-977-7222 N8OZ@arrl.net
ARROW Assn Roger Place 734-663-4625 merrogplace@aol.com

Some of the above clubs also conduct license classes. Please contact them for additional information.
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2017-2018 Club Officers
Please contact any of the officers for information regarding the Ford Amateur Radio League, or go to the

club website at www.k8utt.org for current events and activities.

President Roger Reini KD8CSE 734-728-1509
Vice President Tye Winkel KC8YEJ 313-805-8294
Treasurer Pat Quinn WD8JDZ 734-729-1993
Secretary Mac Lunn KD8TPO 313-805-0427
Repeater Chair Murray Scott KE8UM 248-743-1704
K8UTT Trustee Dave Treharne N8HKU 734-476-1666
Activity Chair Bill Boyke N80ZV 313-805-8877
Bolt Editor Rajiv Paul KD8LHF 313-244-2515
Historian Tye Winkel KC8YEJ 313-805-8294

Club Meetings
The Ford Amateur Radio Club meets on the second  Thursday of each month, except for Christmas and
the  summer  months  July  and  August.  The  meetings  are  held  at  6:00  PM  at  the  Ford  Engine

Manufacturing & Development Offices (EMDO) building. EMDO (located at 17000 Southfield Rd, Allen Park, MI)
is south of I-94 on the east side of Southfield just north of the Allen Park Municipal offices. Park in the front of the
building and come into the main lobby at the side. Knock on the inside door on the right if no one is standing there
to let you in.

Next Club Meeting: February 08, 2018 at 6:00PM
Topic: System Fusion Update – Roger, KD8CSE

The Ford Amateur Radio League
PO Box 2711
Dearborn, MI 48123
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